
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Bear Flat Association on Friday 

16th October 2015, 7.30 pm at the Methodist Church Hall, Bruton Avenue, 

Bath 

 

Present:  Clyde Hunter (Chair), Mark Richardson (Treasurer), Gareth Bunn , Virginia 

Williamson, Timothy Cantell, Cllr Mark Shelford, Gareth Somerset, and about 50 

members of BFA 
 

Apologies: Bob Hughes (Vice Chair), Margo Singleton (Membership Secretary), Judith 

Eversley, Jane Allan, Don Grimes, Thelma Grimes 
 

Item Notes Action 

1.0 Minutes of the 2014 AGM and matters arising: it was agreed that the 
minutes of the 2014 AGM were an accurate, and any matters arising will 
be picked up under the 2015 agenda 

 

2.0 Chair's Report:  CH welcomed members, thanked those who had helped 
the Committee and asked for a volunteer to take on the vital role of 
Secretary. 

 

3.0 Treasurer's Report: surplus of income over expenditure of £455.97  

4.0 Reports from sub groups: 
 
Planning: Timothy Cantell reported that casework: monkey puzzle tree, 
buildings at BC school, bus stop adverts, WCs in Alexandra Park.  A 
number of residents objected to the proposed shop, and the reduction of 
the number of WCs to one.  The application was withdrawn and 
resubmitted. 
 
The group aims to be pro-active.  A list of Community assets has been 
drawn up.  They are looking into ways to collaborate with Beechen Cliff 
School by raising pupils' awareness of planning issues.   
 
Also need people to undertake specific projects e.g. surveying lanes, 
research into assets of community value. 
 
Transport: Gareth Bunn: reported that Sept 2015 is the date traffic 
consultation in Bath is due to start.  We will continue to survey parking 
occupancy rates, white line parking, pavement parking.  What have we 
achieved: baseline of parking surveys, school traffic surveys, rat runs, 
getting residents to cut back overhanging hedges.  Still waiting for 
resurfacing to be completed.  20 mph limit has not yet been implemented. 
Yellow lines have been requested in BC road, and in Devonshire Road – 
they have been installed on corners, but not whole road.  In some places 
the yellow lines have been put inside white lines. 
 
Food Group: VW reported that since the formation of the BFA in June 
2012 the IPS Hayes Place Ltd was formed with the aim of promoting local 
produce.  Community Market  is held on the 3rd Saturday of each month.  
VW thanked those who support it and stall holders.  The food group has 
also been involved in catering for events e.g. tea and cakes for the Mikron 
Theatre performance at the allotments 
 
There will be a joint market with Bear Flat artists on Sat 15th November. 
 
Carols by candlelight in AP in conjunction with Bowls Club will be held on 

 



Friday 12th December 
 
Film Group: It was reported that a group email is being set up so that 
indie films being shown locally can be listed.  The plan is to share transport 
to film events. 
 
Communications:  VW has set up the Bear Flat Association website, but it 
needs revamping now. Volunteers are needed to distribute flyers.  BF flyer 
goes out electronically roughly once a month.  Items to VW.  VW was 
congratulated on the flyer. 
 
History:  Gareth Somerset reported on the last year.  Core of group 
remains solid with 7-8 people.  It has met on 3 occasions this year, 
material, website, contacts. Welcome suggestions for content of website.  
An email reminder is sent to those on list to alert them to new content on 
website.  Contact with Widcombe History Society, Oldfield Park & E Twerton 
Soc.    History of Bath research group.  Gareth has done a history of the 
Bear Flat area, and has given a number of talks.   
 
Also on the website: Outline history of Methodism, information on former 
residents of Bear Flat, Mr Brook's cottage.  GS reported that there is a quiz 
every month and a collection of old photos is being put online. 
 
Social: The Chair reported on behalf of Bob Hughes that, following a 
survey of members’ interest in social events, there would be a quiz at 7.30 
pm on Friday 13 November at St Luke’s Church Hall and a Good Garden 
Scheme in 2017, awarding certificates to those whose gardens visible from 
the road made a positive impact on the street scene. 
 
Friends of Bloomfield Open Space: The Chair reported on behalf of the 
Friends. FBOS now has a healthy membership and meets regularly to litter 
pick and plan improvements. An application is underway to secure Local 
Green Space designation, which will secure the site until 2029 and attract 
funding for improvements. It is hoped to expand the play area, add bins 
and a notice board, increase planging and improve the ecology. 
 
Anyone interested in helping should contact Don Grimes.  It is hoped to 
run a small event next May.   

5.0 Changes to the Constitution: 
 
Two changes had been proposed. One (clause 4), on the length of time the 
Chair and the Secretary may serve, was withdrawn. The other (clause 3.1 
and 3.2) sought to redefine membership based on working in Bear Flat, 
though living outside the area. Some members were worried that the 
principal employer in the area was Beechen Cliff School and the Chair 
undertook to reconsider the proposal. 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 CH 

6.0 Election of Officers:  
 
Officers – Chair- Clyde Hunter; Vice Chair- Bob Hughes; Treasurer- Mark 
Richardson; and Membership Secretary- Margo Singleton all elected 
unanimously.   

 

 The meeting closed at approximately 8.45 pm.  

 


